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TERMS :

Thiikf. Dollars u year; or Two Dollauh for the first re¬

gular tension of each Congress; and Out Dollar for the
final session of eauli Congress ; and the same for each Extra
Session.payable in all cases in advance.

ON THE LITERATURE OF AMERICA.

At the late Annual Meeting of the Harvard Alpha
of the Phi Beta Kappa Society, which was an un¬

usually full one, an oration was delivered by the
Hon. Georoe P. JVTarsh, of Vermont, lor the fol¬
lowing synopsis of which we are indebted to the
Boston Daily Advertiser:
Tho Oration wai of the highest character. Ita general ob¬

ject was to give a review of the extent and eawnce of existing
knowledge. TbU very comprehensive subject was handled
in a masterly manner, and the broad and clear positions of
the speaker were stated in the most accurate and elegant lan¬

guage. Every sentence was an essay, and if any hearer did
not enjoy the address, it was because he was not accuatomcd
to having valuable truths presented to him in sucb rapid .uc-

cesaion, so teieely and sevewly expressed. Such an addrea.
suffers particularly io an analysis, but we attempt a brie
skctchi

Mr. Marsh commenced by saying that in our country there
is no appropriate place for merely literary men ; that here the
culture of letters was not that of a separate class, but was gen¬
erally either the task of youth or the recreation of declining
ace. In the lives of those who ever devoted themselves to

letters, there were three marked epochs : the day when leav¬
ing college thfy sought for the true course in which to direct
their future advance ; the day when they left their profession
al studies to mingle with the busy world, and those days in

which, after a business career, they came back to the Alma
Mater to take a new lesson with regard to past and future.
The orator was addressing men of all of these classes, and
might ad.lress them all as disciples of a common cause.self-
teaching pupils.who would give up the common themes of
the progress of the age.whether in science or territory.the
progiess'of national crimes and glories.to consider the extent
and the essence of the knowledge of our own time.
He then proceeded to give a rapid, but pointed, analysis of

the nature and character of this knowledge, pointing out how
much ground the student has now before him in languages ;
the general dynamic laws of creation, which give rise to our

astronomy, chemistry, geology, and the general cosmogony,
making world., as he well said, of " the Exuvia; of Microsco¬
pic Ephemera ;" the recorded history of hundreds of nations ;

the history of natural science ; that of political and municipal
law or whatever under that name had been in succeasive pe¬riod's the substitutes for physical force in keeping order in com¬

munities.poetry, metaphysics, superstitions, and those real¬
ly religious views which sixty centuries have furnished.

If the philosophers of Greece and Rome found life too short
to attain all the accumulated information of their day, howr
could the scholar of our time collect the varied and increased
stores ; how could he appropriate to his own use the move¬
ments of the ever-increasing circles of the sea of learning ; and
how could he find leisure and heart, and where a teacher, for
the acquisition of that knowledge sorneUmes considered the no¬
blest object of the life of man 1 To resolve this question many
had set forth the word " system," and ha.l advanced
of " science" which wereonly forms of " mnemonics. 1 lie
idea that new sciences are created by new subdivisions of facts
and theories heretofore known is a popular erroi. It increases
the number of studies without saving the labor of the student.
In fact, since all science is truth, there can l»e no neu> science,
except from a new arrangement of received material, 10
show the manner in which sciences might be nominally in¬
creased in number, while the facte were the same, the orator
adduced the science of philology.
From this view Mr. Marsh urged it was evident that the'

«« disciple" was to make his choice of some spccial study ac¬

cording to his natural vocation, and not to undertake to earn
all things. Knowledge had, to be sure, become a marketa¬
ble commodity which might be quoted in prices current like
others. Its buyers and sellers even styled them* Ives the
trade," to the derogation oC other business, and had adopted
the principle of .' large soles and small profits, so that that
was the .' better book" of which the most copies were so d
whatevor the value of its thought.. There was a striking dif¬
ference between literary and mechanical products in this re-
card. For a machine it was considered that, other things be-
in* equal, that which had cost the most labor in its manufac¬
ture was most valuable : the book which had been most care¬

fully made was not judged by this test. Consequently litera¬
ry labors were vulgarized under the name of popularization,
although good motives and good results even here had justified,
the promise that they who watered the tree of knowledge should

The'oratofthen proceeded to consider what was '^ char¬
acter of human knowledge, and the nature of its highest
uses, pointing out thlt our most certain and absolute cogm
zance of fact was that of laws regarding mailers without the
immediate reach of our senses. Our astronomy is more cer¬

tain than our meteorology ; our history more .^urate bsn
our election returns. The astronomers who left England for
the South Heas, to take observations of the transit of V enus,
in 1769, went with perfect confidence that the celestial ph
nomena would occur within a few minute, of a predic ed
time ; but they went in doubt and anxiety with regard to the
time at which they should themselves arrive at their pos , and
the courses of the winds and waves which were toJ.While we calculate with absolute certainty the movements o

the distant spheres of our universe, we are in doubt as to tli
movements under our own eyes, not only of spontaneous n

ture, but of the action of the human mind and the condrti n

of public suntiment in other ages or in this. Although -ha -

pollion ha. been able to reproduce for us the history of the
Pharaohs, and Niebuhr, after the lapse of nineteen cer.Umes
can contract successfully the statements of Livy ; while we
can slate with accuracy the position and movements of bodiesat the extreme limits of -pace, and while in our natural b»-" "

.. cw .l-elop th. -hoi. animal t,.m . *.<. |»«.
we are to ourselves the most mysterious of enigmas. he

physical condition of man and the relation of
arc- among the subject, of which we know least I
is nicest to us easiest Escapes our grasp. We cannot accu-

ntelv measure a yard, although we calculate the distance of
Saturn. Our knowledge seems to be universally propo.Uoned
to our means of direct apprehension. «fLT thi.view the orator inferred, and argued with e!o-
ouent illustrations, that the intellectual faculty was to be con¬

sidered as higher and more worthy of cultivation than the sen--iTap"chensions. Nature never generalizes, .1I.ud o

nature results in a series of instances, in variety, instead ot

uniformity. The true student must
. 0'ftore and enunciate general laws. Alwolute certainty oi

knowledge i. tmpo«ible, except in thepure mathematics ; ap-
proxhnatc certainty can only be reached w.hregartto^relations of matter in which its substance is not solved.in
chemistry anil our knowledge of quiescent bodies. ith re¬

gard to moving bodies and forces.nomma au'Phe,^'\n"t~the nurr law of their action is all that is knowable ; that is theii'ghC, of human attainments. Theory Is really suggested by
phenomena not dependant upon it, and general aws «e

established by proofs aside from ol^at.^ fthe wnd^esnot rise as predicted , if Or,on should be stayed nhis courses,
we should not doubt the law, but the chronometer.m,m.1 .»r*izing certain science, as practical, w en a

rrgultncat. After a good education the student ««_.ir'the results >>f centuries of study i on the pnn< U> * "

made" and « ptactical" men all start alike,
Of common instincts and ideas. On the l,r.r ,r"

the teacher obtrrvra for the pupil, while on the o e

^^him to generalize ; on that theory, knowledge can
* result of accumulation, whjle on the latter it grows roni i e

velonment; and yet the former appeal® to ihe vanity of men
by convincing them that they are constantly receiving infor¬
mation. while lhat which founds knowledge on general luwr,
reiK-ls many by proving their acquisitions nugatory and tempts
then by no promises of easy success.

Doubtless education begin, with the acquisition of facts, but
h has more ini|s.rtant dutie. and tarings. Much of what
the student acquire, from books ,s a mere nomenclature ,

much of descriptive learning is a barren catalogue of names

and dates. It i« » mistake to suppose that menta acquisition
. i;«. menial culture. Facts tnay be-gained and lost again,implie

]CBVC the mind more inept than theyr ^re . e Seed minds which by a sort of p-r-
.

'

rt BO|d. n fruits to stubble, or re|>eat notesvera* alchemy o

knowing their musical value, orS?» frTfi"oil. of mform.lio" "I1." 'mP°r'
' "7,~;;!:r^iCh'h.1 £d Urtdwlc. »..^ «"¦'

principles. It i« «o of every educated mail. A singlefact
may lead him into error. Who cau calculate iU relations
with other# in the vut range of human knowledge! It »om
operated upon by a hundred force*, acting in different direc-Tna and with different intensities subject to the acUon of
time which will ao control thorn that before the philosopher
has decided upon their resulting influence, not one tithe ol
them will remain. And for this reason those who havei been
educated by the experience of others arc fiequently L"u<la:
torts temporis acti," while refbuwrs forget that antiquity had
also its phantoms and illusions.
The inipreasion obtains a bold sometimes that the great

thinkers of different past generations were as conspicuous to
the men of their own times as to us, as we look back upon
them from ouis. This impression is only the hasty thought
which no study of past literature will confirm. Of the lite
rati of the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries, those whom
we moat respect and venerate had no such meagre of esteem
among their contemporaries. Any of the old libraries, gath¬
ered in that day, has upon its shelves thousands of books which
are as dead to us as is the literature of Carthage. VV hat,
then if our age be marked as an age in which there is poured
out a deluge of worthless literature i That deluge must be
accounted for by the extraordinary literary activity of the age ;
t»y this system which has thrown literature into the market,
the system in which it happens that publishers are called pre¬
eminently " the trade." The literary activity is greater, the
mas. of publication doubtless is much greater and
fulness is greater. The question to be decided is, whether it
is ureater in the same proportion.

, . ,,When the literature of our age shall have been put to th
test which will disclose its great men and great author* we
have good reason to hope that that test will show that, be the
unsound portion what it may, the average s andard ofhtera
ture has constantly risen, and has been well sustained in U
advances ever since the revival of learning. And, as to tlie
unsound portion, its influence will prove as insignificant as

merits; as powetless for evil as for good.
,Here Mr. Marsh was led to a word or two,

chosen and hopeful in spirit, on the rich promises of thes lite¬
rature of America for the investigation of the highest subjects
°f

That investigation, and tho method in which it
pursued, brings us at once to that axiom of Bacon, which
Bacon perhaps did not fully develop, even in his own mind,
that " knowledge is power." Of this axiom the full force
is not felt by any one who docs not analyze his meaning in

using the word " power." The axiom demands more than
the ordinary signification of that word-more than the idea of
force excited objectively. For, to the student, the means by
which he is to attain that force, the mental growth with which
he seizes it, become a part of the very aim and;object of his
effort. And, although selfish men pervert their mental ac¬

quisition to the mere pursuit of wealth or a poor hopeofpo-
pular applause, there is to them in it none of that power aw
self which subdues the passions to the w.n.andcontro^h'will by reason. In the Greek the very word which expresses
power is derived from roots which convey to it the idea ofLc ..<henta,.n .c.ion , «nJ «»«. '» 0*
the same delicate distinction may be detected. 1 hei d«' ia

here is the expression of a true conception. 1 he highest
power is the being that which man's highest nature may be¬
come. And yet.it is of course.this conception of power
does not exclude the idea of action. The higher the inward
state, the more vigorous and frequent its outward effort lie
who knoweth all things is the Creator of al things And i

is from the state that the action comes. I he Chrl*U^ ^not obey mainly in the hope of a future reward ; and we can¬
not think of the soldier as fighting merely m a 8ludied !XJ^'tation of renown. What those men are is the origin <or what
they do. The one worships.the other defends. One may
trace the same law in morals, in the arts, or in religion..
And here Mr. Marsh closed the train of close thought,

which we have so inadequately followed, by th«[that, to men in the position of our men of letters,^ y
one study peculiarly recommends itself, that stud) 1

the pursuit of science science as theknow^of^us-ative law ; not the mere knowledge of facts but the h g
s^culative science which deduces a probable .^ory lir
a few known facts, and is also ready to divine facte yet
unoheeived as neceseanly resulting from theoretical law^The pursuit of such science is a most fitting occupa ion <

men who find themselves, where our men of letters so often
are, only at leisure for careful study when they retire from
the business which has consumed the youth aHdpcrhampart
of the maturity of his life. At that time one phy¬
sical powers failing him; and, has his mind only
pied by the cares of outward life, it begins to prey upon itself-
But he who has kept alive hi. interest in letters, or in a true
science, finds, at that peiiod of his leisure, that heis ready to
extend and continue that interest. It hu *4* [J® Jwhich else would have gathe.ed on his faculties, and tfw.the
love of letters is the fountain of perpetual youth. >

ever learning is ever young. Indeed, it seems as i -

reserved for the sober eye of age her choicest gifts : Venice fperception, the most full appreciation of the beauUesof.
tuie and of Art, eeem to l>e its peculiar treasure ; so that the
evening of the scolar i. gilded with the noblest glow which
lichts up the horizon of his life.

,With such a picture of the delights of the ripened years of
the true scholar's life, Mr. Marsh ended.
The close of the address, nervously concise like every p

of it, was peculiarly beaotiful in conception and expression.
As he closed, the audience signified their great pleasure >y
repeated bursts of the applause which had frequently inter¬
rupted him.

»

MONTGOMERY'S NEWLY-INVENTED STEAM-
BOILER.

FRO* HURT'S XHCHAXTl' *AOAZl!«E-

We are indebted to the patentee for a copy of letters and
certificates appioving the newly-invented steam-boiler, patent¬
ed by James Mostoomert, of Memphis, I enneaeee. e

advantages which Mr. M. expects to rl^ize by his improve¬
ments arc as follows : 1. The reducing the quantity, and con-

eequently the weights water used in the boiler. 2. re-

vention of explosion. 3. The saving of at least one third of
the fuel. 4. The saving of one-half the space usually occu¬

pied by the best claee of locomotives. The advantage to sea

steamers resulting from the two last improvements will be

readily understood and estimated by engineers and all peraons
who have turned their attention to the subject. The testimo¬
ny of Professor James Re* wick, of Columbia College, VN i l-

i.iam Bcbdbk, steam-engine manufactuier, of Brooklyn,
E. K. Collins, and others, is given in its favor. Professor
Keswick docs not hesitate to express the opinion that this
boiler, "if properly set, and guarded from any tampering,
" must completely counteract the danger with which the use
" of steam is now liable; and, in addition, it promises, from
" the manner of its action, to render the duration of our boi-
«« ersalmost indefinite." Mr. Branxi* says, "it will make
" more steam with less fuel than any other boiler now in use. j

In the California Star of the ftth of June is a thrilling ac-

aount of the sufferings of the emigrant party in the moun¬

ters last winter. It is from a journal kept by Capt. Fa lloj,who, with six others, went in search of the suflerers. c

have only room for the introductory paragraph of the Star
«« The extracts which we give below are full of thrilling in¬

terest. Mr Fallon set out from the settlements in April la»t
with six others, to extend relief to theremaimngsufferej.the emigration still within the mountains, and also to coUec
¦nil secure the scattered property of both living and dead.
He succeeded in reaching the cabins, and, with the exception" SmTno. . «»l .orW They rcumcl, brfngin,
with them ibis man and large packs of valuable proprrt>.

" Kiesburg was found in truly a lamentable situation..
lonir subsistence upon the bodies of his deceased comrades har.5ersdMhtaliaggard and ferocious looking, and the insatia¬
ble appetite of the cannibal displayed itself on frequent occa-

...«« animnl meat had been placed l»elore mm.
This'fondness for human flesh he had suffered himself to ae-

.,r,.f«r.-nce to the beef or horse meat, of which he nauquire m 1
an(j t0 |,P feared that his conduct in the

mountains was far from justifiable, and a hidden transaction o

guill remains yet lo be brought to light. '

A,. ,, , Co, *«!..-There .« a Well known cu-.mi pre
» ... criminal court* of couiwtl to *uchtailing m our

On one occasionsns"X *«*a- -««-

,w ^ ¦<<*>;'with him, and then give him such counsel as may be best lor

'""'rhe'lawyer and his client then withdrew, and in fifteen or

twenty minutes the lawyer returned into-Court.
.'Where is the prisoner ' naked the Court.
.« He i* gone, votir honor," said the hopeful legal limb.

«< V- I \nnr told ine to give him the best advice for his in¬

terest ; and, as he said he was guilty, 1 thought the bejUouivsel l could offer him was to 'cut and run, which he took
at once.

TRAVELLING IN EUROPE.

COHHESeONDEXCKOF THE N. T. COMMERCIAL ADVEHTISEtt.

BfcUNK, JlTLT 14, 1847.
Travelling on the continent of Europe is different from what

it is in America. On the whole I like it belter. Since the
introduction of ra 1roads it in much more pleasant than it wan

formerly, and much more in accomplished in half the time.
France, Belgium, and Germany have their railroads in fine
order. Switzerland, I believe,.has only a few miles, nor can

it bo expected that through her mountain passes railroads will
ever be made.

I have often admired and spoken of the excellent manage¬
ment of the English railroads, but the continental roeds are

belter managed; they have better cars, much cheaper
fares, and are, I conceive, much safer. The second class cars,
after leaving Frankfort on the Maine, are superior to any of
your first class, and quite equal to the first class in England.
The only objection is that on some of the~lines the passengers
are loeked in, which, to those who recollect the terriblo event
near Paris, causes unpleasant reflections.

In Belgium the first class are elegant saloons, fitted up in a

wry rich and coolly manner, with ublea, lounges, looking-
glasses, Ac. Her*sometimes may be found members of the
royal family, or perhaps some wealthy dowager, who is anx¬

ious to pass the time at her favorite game.
At every mile, and frequently at every half mile along the

line of railroads we passed a policeman on duty. , This man

has a neat little cottage and garden close to the railway. His
duty is to march to and from the next post or station and see

that every obstruction is removed ; and also to place a bar at

every crossing to prevent the possibility of accident by persons
attempting*, o cross the road. Whenever the cars appear in
sight the bar is placed, and nothing can pass until after the
cars have passed. These men have the uniform of the Gov¬
ernment when the line is owned by the Government, or that of
the company when.it is a company's concern. In Belgium,
and I think some parts of Prussia, the Government is the pro¬
prietor, and the price is low in proportion. The rule I am in¬
formed is, that when the receipts reach a certain per cen-
tage on the cost the fare is reduccd.
Along most of the line of railroads the magnetic telegraph

wires are either put up or are ir. a state of forwardness. They
appear to be much better constructed, I mean for durability,
than in America ; nor are the wires placrd so high from the
grouud. This, I suppose, is allowable from their greater safe¬
ty in this country, where the police have them always under
their eye. I cannot believe they will be a source of profit to
those who own them. The newspaper press on the continent
will not use them. They care nothing about dispatch or abi¬
lity to give the latest intelligence, if it is not given in the Lon¬
don or Paris journals.

Since the introduction of railroads the papers are offered for
sale in the streets or near the railroad depot. Indeed, the
boys go one step further in Germany. They go round ihe
public table, during dinner, and offer the papers for sale. They
are geneially followed by little girls, who biing bouquets of
flowers and offer them to each person.

During the season for fruit the cars and carriages are sur¬
rounded by girls offering fruit, nectarines, cherries, gooseber¬
ries, currants, &c., and in the wine countries this is offered
at a very cheap rate.

After leaving the railroads the public conveyances are called
diligences in France and Germany, and in Switzerland schnell-
post. These have been so often described that they are gen¬
erally known. They are heavy cumbrous machines, and car-

ry a large number of passengers. Yet, on the whole, I like
them. They are generally drawn by five horses, and change
at every post-house, which is the post-office. So far as my
knowledge extends the Government has the supervision of all
the public carriages, and the traveller secures his seat at the
poet-eftice, and is taken up and put down at the post-house.
The most pleasant mode of conveyance is the private car¬

riage with post-horses, and the next best is to hire a carriage
and pair of horses, which can be done for about twenty francs
per day ; the only additional expense is a small feepei day to
the coachman, which in Germany is called "drink money."

I have often heard it remarked that travelling on the conti¬
nent is less expensive than in the United Slates. It is not
so generally. The only thing cheaper is the public convey-
ance. There is one item of expenditure which all consider
an imposition.the charge for bedroom candles, which at this
season of the year are very little used. The moment the tra-
vellcr is shown into the room, at least two candles are lighted,
and if they are not used five minutes he pays a franc each,
(about nineteen cents.) Mr. H., of New York, entered his
room in Italy, and in seven seconds as many candles were

lighted, for which, had he not protested, he would have been
charged $1.33.

It is now the universal custom on the continent, as it is in
England, to charge a certain sum per day for servants ; this
includes all attendance except the house porter, which is a

separate charge.
On the route between Paris and Boulogne there is a por¬

tion of the way travelled by diligence, and here are several
opposition lines, one of which belongs to an English com¬

pany. This company runs over the road as rapidly as is done
in any part of England. The French companies, determined
not to be outdone by foreigners, have lighter diligences than
formerly, and, with six excellent horses and short relays, they
keep up with the English line.
The "runners" for the large hotels at Boulogne exceed

those we find in the United States. The latter, you know,
nre urgent in their solicitations on the spot. At Boulogne'
they go further. About two miles from the city we were met

by a messenger from each hotel, mounted on horseback, who
on ascending a hill rode by the side of the coach, presenting
to each passenger a card of the hotel he represented. These
cards are bcautiiully printed, and contain information gene¬
rally useful to the traveller. These men meet ihe traveller at
the coach or diligence office, take charge of his baggage, pass¬
port, &c., and, if he requires it, will l>e his guide to any
place he may desire to visit.

MANNERS OF ENGLISH NOBILITY.
I have availed myself of the pleasure of looking at many

palaces in England and on the continent, and also the resi¬
dences of many noted individuals. None have gratified me

mure than " CbaUworth," the seal of the Duke of Devon¬
shire, and Haddon Hall, situated near the residence of the
Duke. They are very different in character, but both have
their excellences. The former shows the splendor of the
present day ; the latter whatsplend.tr was many centuries ago.

Availing myaelf of a kind friend's offer, while on a visit to
Sheffield, we went first to Haddon Hall, and passed about two
hours within its walls.
Haddon Hall is said to be the best specimen of baronial re¬

mains in the kingdom. It was built before the conquest, and
yet so solid is the structure that very little outward decay is
observed. "My friends were well known, and we had every
opportunity to examine this ancient pile. Entering the portal,
which is of oak, we proceeded through the court yard to a

large squaie, whence we entered the banqueting hall; and
upon the same oaken table where the barons entertained their
guests, perhaps Queen Elizabeth among the numlier, we par¬
took of a plentiful repast. On the "very benches that were

used on festal occasion* we enjoyed the hospitality of our
friends.

In days long past the cause of temperance did not flourish.
In this room, near one of the doors, is an iron fastening,
large enough to admit the wrist, which was used for that pur¬
pose when any one of the guests was so rebellious as to re-

fuse to drink his portion. Here he remained fastened to the
wall until he complied with the customs of those drinking
times.
The number of rooms I have forgotten, but some of them

are very large, and at the present time ar%hung with tapesiry.
The ball room is 109 feet lung and 18 feet wide. The view
from this room is one of the liest, and is said by some writers
to be the most beautiful in the Peak of Derbyshire.

Gilpin says that the most ancient part of the building is the
old tower, and that it wrs built before the conquest $ other
portion* of the hall were built subsequently, jierhaps in the
reign of King Stephen. Early in the -reign of Kichard 1st it
was in the possession of one of the Vernons, and remained in
that family four centuries, during which it was the soat of
feudal splendor and rude but sumptuous hospitality. Sir
(teorge Vernon was "King of the Peak," and bis wealth was

unbounded. At his death it fell to his two daughters, Mar¬
garet ami Dorothy ; the latter married Sir John Manners, and
thus it came into the Rut'and family. Some idea of the mag¬
nitude of the establishment may lie formed when it is known
thnt it maintained " upward of seven score servants." The
glas* in the chapel is of more modern painting, it having been
done in 1422. The fl.wiring in the large dining hall is said to
have been made from a single tree of oak cut from the park.
This room contains, among others, the portrai's of Henry the
{Seventh and his Quern.the crest of Edward the Black
Prince, the arms of ihe Vernon family, also the royal arms,
under which is inscribed, " Dread God and honor the King."
The next was the "Gallery," which occupies nearly the

whole south side of tho building. This is in the style of the

lime of Elizabeth. The gallery is one hundred and ten feet
long and seventeen feet wide ; the walls are of panelled oak,
very richly carved ; the ceilings were stuccoed and richly gilt,
but age has much defaced them. The first ball in this room
was opened by Queeu Elizabeth.
From this we passed into the apartments that were occu¬

pied by Queen Elizabeth, and there saw the bed on which she
slept; it is covered with hangings ofembroidered velvet j and
the counterpane is of wiite satin embroidered with gold and
silver. The walls of this bedroom arc covered with rich
tapestry.
We could have protracted our stay until midnight in wan¬

dering over these celebrated relics of olden times, but we had
yet to visit the splendor of our modern days in looking at
" Chatoworth." A very pleasant ride of some two miles
brought us to the park of that elegant establishment, a palace
far surpassing the city residence of England's Queen.

This, 1 believe, is acknowledged to be the most splendid
mansion in England. It is in the Grecian style, of Portland
stone ; its front extend* about seven hundred feet; the win¬
dows are of plate glass, equal in size to many of the largest
in Broadway, and most of the frame-work is richly gilded.
The private entrance, which was built a short time before

the visit of the present Queen, is an elegant arch of stope,
with iron gates covered with gilding. On ringing the bell a

servant in livery made bis appearance, and conducted us across
an open quadrangular court into a spacious hall, paved with

| Italian marble, thCHTtlU being of the same rich material.
Soon the housekeeper made her appearance, a very ladylike
person, and by her we were conducted over this immense
residence.
The flight of steps which we ascended in proceeding from

the hall to the grand staircase passes between walls of varie¬
gated alabater, and, being ornamented with gilt balustrades,
has a magnificent effect. From the entrance-hall we pasBed
through theipicture-gallery, the door of which is of highly
polished oay inlaid in the most beautiful manner. One
thousand pairings of the" best masters enrich the gallery. I
shall not attehpt a description, lor, were I able to write one,
it would swell this letter to a greater length than your co¬
lumns will alitor.
The chapelts in keeping with the building. The panel-

work is of ce4r, and as we entered gave a most delightful
fragance. i'howhole is richly ornamented. The ceiling and
every part not otherwise decorated, arc embellished by the
pencils of Verio and Laguerre. The ornaments in wood
are said to be tfe work of Gibbons ; the rich altar was sculp¬
tured by Cibben
The next roon looked at was the " Velvet Chamber," ap¬

propriated to Qi^en Victoria when she visited Chatsworth in
1843. The wiihp are covered with crimson velvet, bordered
with gold; the cUling is of stucco-work, covered with gild¬
ing ; the floor is oipolished inlaid oak ; the paintings are very
good, and the furnturd of crimson and gold. In one corner
is an elegant roseubod piano, obtained for her Majesty's use.
The next apartments were a suite of rooms, the walls of

which are covered with richly-embossed leather, ltncly gilt.
In these were the pronation chairs of several of the former
kings of England, vhich came into the possession of the Duke
of Devonshire by hi^ being the Lord Chamberlain at the time,
of the coronation'.
The library is onlj excelled by one other in the kingdom.

The rooms appropriated to sculpture contain some of the finest
pieces of statuary in tie world ; the door ca'es and tables are
of alabaster from the Peak of Derbyshire.
The roonjs are so constructed that on any great occasion a

suite of apartments can be thrown open to the length of six
hundred feet.
The park, gardens, jcte of water, fountains, &c. are on the

same scale with the building. The "conservatory" is a glass
structure containing seventy-eight thousand square feet of
glass, and is kept warm by pipes equal to the length of six
miles ; it is three hundred and thirty feet long, one hundred
and thirty feet wide, and sixty-five feet high. This immense
"hothouse" is filled with all the tropical trees which the
wealth of the Duke has enabled him to obtain ; and so anxious
is he to excel all others that no price, however high, prevents
his obtaining every thing that is made known to him worthy
of a place in this depot.
The Duke has been visited by the Emperor of Russia and

by other distinguished men, and by them his house and his
grounds have been enriched with many valuable and costly
presents. F. H.

EMIGRATION TO LIBERIA.

Baltimore, Skit-ember 3, 1847.
Mibsrs. Editors : The Liberia Packet sailed on her

second voyage this morning at 12 o'clock. She carried out

eighty emigrants, mostly from this State and Virginia. At
10 o'clock religious services were performed on board by the
Rev. Mr. Payne, (a colored man,) the Pastor of the colored
Bethel Church of this city, which were attended by a large
concourse of people, who appeared greatly interested. The
packet has a full cargo of freight, and was not able to take all
that was ottered. She more than meets our most sanguine
expectations. If no untoward event occurs between this and
the close of her first year, the managers will be able to declare
a very handsome dividend to the stockholders. The influence
which she is exerting upon the colored people is also very en¬

couraging. During the last forty-eight hours some twenty
persons in this city offered themselves as emigrants, of whose
intentions nothing had been previously known.
We expect the packet to return in time to sail on her third

voyage on the first day of January, 1848.
Your«, very respectfully, W. McLAIN.

I**orta*t Isvemtiojt..The grand desideratum of ap¬
plying steam and water power to propel common stocking-
looms, on which vast sums of money and much time have
t>een unsuccessfully spent in England, has at length been dis¬
covered, and three common looms are now in successful ope¬
ration in Poitsmouth, (N. H.)
On Wednesday last one girl attended the three looms,

and, spending much of her time in sitting to watch the ope¬
ration, she presented 23 pairs of stockings and 22 pairs of
drawers as the result of her day's work. Twelve pairs of
storkings is a girl's day's work oil common hand-looms.
The expense of the knitting by this machine on Wednes¬

day was less than a dollar, while the same work on the hand-
looms would cost over five dollars.
We learn that any hand-loom may be fitted for operation

by power at an expense of thirty or forty dollars.
The inventor is Mr. John Pepper, a young man of nbout

!^3 years of age, son of Mr. Dnniel Pepper of this town, a

stocking-weaver..New Hampshire Journal.

WosiHtnrri Feat..A brick building at the corner of
Tremont ami Brnmfield streets, Boston, was moved eleven or

twelve feet, on Saturday week, including the cellar and cellar-
walls, upon a temporary railway, by means of Jack-screws.
The building was estimated at two hundred tons in weight,
but scarcely a jar was felt in the process of moving.not so

much as the rolling of a barrel of Hour upon the floor.and
the contents of the grocery store, for which it was used, were
not r -moved, but the ordinary business continued all the while
without interruption. This is the first feat of the kind «ver

accomplished, and, as may be readily imagined, was a work
of much difficulty. The princess was to first dig the new eel-
lar and lay a foundation wall to correspond with the old one.

Upon this wall two iron bars were affixed, several inches
apart, over which the building was to move on small iron

rollers, Underneath the old wall a similar preparation was

made. The difficulty of moving was made greater by the un-

evenness of the stones composing the wall, many of which
were taken out, and their places substituted with others of a

smooth surface. Six screws were used in the o|>cration,
which was done under the direction of Mr. James Brown, of
Providence.

Railroad Collision..The train of cars which left Spring¬
field on Friday morning for New York, came into collision
somewhere between that place and Haitford with the train
from the latter place. The opposing engines were complete¬
ly demolished. No lives lost, but several of the passengers
severely injured.
Tvrkish Children..The ceiemony of naming the

Turkish children is a private one,' says a correspondent of the
London Herald, and takes place without the interference, of
the clergy. The patriarch of the family, l>e he the father,
grandfather, or greHtgrandfalher, on the third day after the
birth of the child, receives it into his arms. Without form,
ceremony, or even ablution, he re|iests the rzaii, or public
call to prayers, in the right ear of the infant, and in the left
whispers the name it is to bear. This occupies but two mi¬
nutes, and no note is taken of it. The name is not snh«»-
quently changed, unless the rhild should l>e apparently pining
and perishing, as happens ficquently in teething time. I» thia
case it is sometimes altered, from a superstition* notion that it
is unsuitable to the individual, and a third modification is ad
milled when a gentleman enters the public service. To avoid
confusion, a makhlost or surname is given to distinguish him
from others of the same original name ; for instance, Kevzi
Ahmed Pacha, Feht Ahmed Pacha, bet Ahmed Pacha, Ac.
were all Ahmed Pachas.

DO SNAKES HISS >

FROM THE HUffALO COMMEHC1AL All V EHT1SEH.

This has assumed tho solemnity of a judicial inquiry.
Grave editors are at itwue on the point. "When doctors
disagree, who shall decide }n The surest mode of arriving at

the fact would be the production of the animals themselves
and provoking them to speech, if speak they can. But, alas!
our forum is a newspaper, and not a menagerie. Nought then
remains but to hear the witnesses, and then decide. I have
tried the cause, in the attic, and on the following testimony
have pronounced a judgment, which, like all just judgments,
is final.that is, at the end of the case. B ut I do not flatter
myself it will end the controversy.

j That snakes hiss is not put down by that keen detector
of popular mistakes, Sir Thos. Browne, among his " Vul-
gar Errors."

That snakes do hiss is a belief almost universal among
Christians. The denial of it has startled community as much,
or more, than would the assertion that a setting gooae or state¬

ly gander will not, when provoked.
Common people every where assert it.naturalists assert it.

travellers assert it.word definera assert it.and poets, from
the beginning, have asserted it, and will maintain it to the
end of time. None but editors and skeptics have ever <te-
nied it.
But call the witnesses, and let them be brief.
Homer, and Virgil, and Ovid, it is said, all make serpents

hiss. But they are all of the dark ages, and talk not English.
One of them will do ; so Homer and Virgil are dismissed the
Court. Call Dryden, and swear him as an interpreter. He
is rather a free translator, but will do for the nonce. What
says Ovidius Naso of the Furies >

" And feurett thou not to see the infernal bands,
Their heads with makes, with torches armed their hands,
Full at thy face th' avenging brands to bear,
And shake the serpents trom their hissing hair ?"
What a fine constellation of" eyes in afinephrenzy rolling!"

What a sweet Babel they would make of this grave Court,
could they all give tongue. Turn them out, all but four or

five, and keep that grave, majestical, sightless old man for
the la6t.

" I heard a hissing,- there are serpents here !"
[ Goldsmith.

The dragoD is slain.but
" Wrath yet remains, tho' strength his fabric leaves,
And the meant hiss the gasping mouth deceives."

"Savage.
" Brennus, has thy holy band
Safely brought the Druid wand,
And the potent addei-stone,
'Gendered 'fore the autumnal moon,
When in undulating twiue,
There foaming snakes, prolific join,
When they hiss, and when they bear
Their wondrous egg aloof in air ?*'..{.Mason.

Now, then, miraculous Seer, stand forth, and say what
chanced in Pandemonium, when Satan, returned from blasted
Paradise, rehearsed his triumph to the "Stygian throng

41 He stood, expectingTheir universal shout and high applauseTo fill his ear, when contrary he hears,
On >11 sides, from innumerable tongues,
A dismal, universal hiss, the sound
Of public scorn. He wondered, but not long
Hail leisure, wondering at himself now more,
His visage drawn he felt too sharp and spare,
His arms clung to his ribs, his legs ent» initig
Km-11 other, till supplanted down he fell ;
A monstrous serpent on his belly prone.

* . * He would have spoke,
Hut hiss for hits returned with forked tongue
To forked tongue, for now were all traiiblortned
Alike to serpents, as accessories
To his bold riot. Dreadful' u% the din '

Ot hissing through the hall."
Lead him reverently away ! The Court declares it fully

established that snakes do hiss, poetice.
Bring forth that man in the rusty suit. He looks like a

student, and may* possibly know something of the matter.

What Btty you of the Pythian Games ?
" The songs which were sung were railed the Pythian

modes, and were divided into five parts, which contained a

representation of the fight and victory of Apollo over Python."
Come to the point, if there be one :

"The fifth was syringes, (we have no font of Greek type,)
an imitation of the hisses of the serpent, just as he expired
under the blows of Apollo."
These travellers lie so there is no crediting them. Bat you

may call William Jackson, who dwelt for some years in Mo¬
rocco ; he looks respectable. What are you talking alwut, sir ?
" The El Effah of the Arabs, (or the Epheh of the He¬

brews.) They have a wide mouth, by which they inhale a

great quantity of air, and, when inflated therewith, they eject
it with such force as to be heard at a considerable distance."
Summon the gentlemen who know all things.the En¬

cyclopedists :

" All serpents breathe air. The larynx is too simple and
membranaceous to admit of the existence of voice. A hiss¬
ing sound, however, can be produced."

[New Edin. Enc.Ophio/ogy.
"Their hissing, in some species, is truly startling."

[Enc. Amer..Serpents.
" In comparing serpents as to their voices, some are found

silent, some have a |>eculiar cry, but hissing if « sound which
they most commonly send forth, either as a call to their kind
or a threat to their enemies.".London Lm-.Serpents.
What says Noah Webster, who, in his great love for all

living words, sought to save all from a perdition very many of
them most truly merited '

" Hiss, n., the noise of a serpent, a goose, &c."
I'll hear no more ; the testimony's closed. G. W. C.

[The New York Commercial Advertiser, which recently
started the above question, has come to the conclusion, in view
of the evidence it has since received in communications from
many quarters, that there is at least one kind of serpent that
hisses.namely, the adder, which flattens and swells its head
or neck when irritated.]
Gkokoe J. J. B An rem, Esq. is the whole-hearted and

liberal-minded Whig who some time since presented the edi¬
tor of the Cortland Whig with a new set of types for his
paper. After repeated solicitations from the Whigs of Cort¬
land, the Edit ir has, without Mr. B.'s consent, given his
name to the public. Now that it is known, we hope the
Whig press will pass it lound as worthy of " everlasting re¬

membrance.".Syracuse Journal.

It is said that the Syracuse Railroad promptly paid $700 to
the passengers whose baggage was Imrnton the cars the other
night. One passenger is said to claim several thousand dol¬
lars for bills burnt in his trunk.

#
" [Allxtiiy Evening Journal of Wednesday.

Works are in progress fur establishing the Electric Tele¬
graph from Montreal' to tfurbee Tho Quebec Gazette re¬

marks that the posts for it are already placed along St. Paul
street, in that city. Work* are also in progress for extending
the telegraph from Quel>ec to Halifax.

8ad Affaik at 8TA*»o«n, Conn.At 10 o'clock on

Monday morning the boiler of the " extract works" of "the
Stamford Manufacturing Company,' (Messrs. Sandfonl's,)
at the Cove, blew up, destroying the brick building which
enclosed it, and throwing fragments in every direction. So-
veral workmen were about the building at the moment, ol
whom foui were killed and three more wottnded.
The killed are Mr. Downing and Mr. Aaron Meaker, who

were (minting the budding ; m. Weed, of Darien, and
Mr. Taylor. The boiler and the whole establishment were

new. vSimc i f the fragment* were thrown to a great dis¬
tance, injuring other buildings, but no persons were hurt ex-

cept the workmen about the building destroyed.
Hti imhoat Cotusio* .A dreadful collision ocrurrrd on

Lake Erie, on Monday nisht last, between Ike large ami pow-
erful Steamboats SiII and H iscontin. The latter was totally
disabled, and the Nill bad a hole as large as a hogshead stove
in her Ihiws. The force of the concussion can be judged ol
from the fact that the massive wrought iron shaft of the Wis¬
consin, seventeen inches in diameter, was so hadly bent as to
be useless Her crank wns broken. If the blow had not
been thus mainly spent upon the large shaft, there is but little
doubt that the Wisconsin would have been instantly sunk
The Nill took the Wisconsin's passengers on board, and towed
her to l'almer, where both stopped to repair damages.

RECENT VISIT TO PITCAIRN'8 ISLAND.

Of KnK,Mnje"ly 8.b,i(? Spv arrived 0,r lbi« '"land on the 26th
mon ^'Z' £*T AJ"r, ""l mm"

.on of th. cd.lm.L Joh. .ul ^ ft"Z°"".
y George Adams. Landing place a very small sandy beach
were mot'on^ l h\° breeze '^practicable. We
welrnm I

*°"W °f th« native., who cordiallywelcomed us to Pitcain»a Island, and showed us the way to

he cM a'nd thT' Z " .gged path, winding along
flower! .nd . ,lh"'Ugh ® ^"utilul variety ot all kinds of tropical
mit

' 8 1 *' scene, when we arrived at the sum-
mit was picturesque ln the extreme. The whole of the na-

l^l ,' Wrt°' a"d children. headed by Mr. Noppa, the
«choolmaster, had assembled in a space of about half an acre

bv ih« Carpet? W\th thick soft *'"»"> and canopied overhead
by the spreading branches of cocoa-nut trees/to meet the
strangers, all 01 them lieing dressed in iheir gayest. Their
EfSnrr "tv11 of,hem I*.**a*** zby the hand, and addressing us in perfectly good English
ha»i A* y plea,M,d by 'heir quiet and decorous be-

aH £. TT.k'8 *? huJ .'nade ac'luaintance with them
all, we were led through gently winding paths to the princi¬
pal village, where the court-house and church stands, as there
were one or two slight disagreements about land, which they
wished to be brought befuie Lieutenant Wooldridge, com-

mnM^F ° ^ «py» and who very speedily disputed of tbemwitOTt tneir navmg evuwea, S.,
or afterwards, the least feeling of discontent or displeasure.
The church is a neat building, well arranged, with a pulpit
and benches, and is used as well for a court-house as a church.
Mr. Nopps, the schoolmaster, performs the various offices.
We were shown the old gun belonging to the Bounty, that
had been under water for fifty-nine years, and which was now

lying near the court-house. We visited old Adams's house
and grave, the last of which is situated in a beautiful spot
next to his wife's grave, and kept in trim order.

Aftei rambling about and visiting one or two inhabitants
who were not well, (one of,whom had wounded himself with
his gun while out shooting goats a short time before we ar¬

rived, but was doing well,) we returned to dinner, which had
been prepared for us at McCoy's house, and consisted of pork,
yam, and sweet potatoes. Each family on the island take it
in turn to entertain strangers when they arrive, and never ac¬

cept any reward. Their food is principally vegetables, of
which they have almost every kind, and twice a week either

'

meat or fish ; but there is difficulty in getting the latter, as
the fishing ground is bad and water very deep. The animals
on the island are goats, (which are wild,) pigs, and fowls.
I heir houses are the perfection of cleanliness and good order,
and each person has his plot of ground to cultivate. Their
form of government is simple : they elect a magistrate every
twelve months, upon which occasion every man and woman
above eighteen is entitled to a vote, and if married before that
age they are allowed a vote in consequence. The magistrate
then chooses an assistant, and the remainder of the people
choose again another, who acts as a sort of check, which is,
indeed, little wanted, for there is no place in the world where
such perfect unanimity and good feeling exi>t as in this happy
island. The number of inhabitants is one hundred and thir¬
ty-four, but the island can support many more, and they in¬
crease but slowly. The island itself is only four miles and a
halt in circumference. We beard with pleasure that, though
several whalers touched there, yet in no instance had any im¬
propriety been comnittcd. Forty-six whalers, mostly Ameri¬
can, had called during the year 1846. They all appeared to
talk ofAdams with the greatest respect, and seemed to have
a strong feeling of the crime that their ancestors committed in
mutinying. They talked in the most affectionate and loyal
way of "our Queen,' and appeared exceedingly proud of
l>eing hnglisb, but complained that they were so neglected,
the Spy having been th# fifst man-of-war which had visited
them for more than three years. They, however, were quite
satisfied when told that the exigencies of the service bad lately
prevented their being visited so often. They begged earnestly '

for a visit by a man-of-war as oflen as she could be spared
from other duties; but,' as George Adams remarked, they
" could not complain, as the Government had already been
kinder to them than they deserved."

BeCm* ,*ir leaving, the women came after as with little
presents and keepsakes, such as locks of hair, whales' teeth,
and other little curiosities, refusing to be rewarded in any way.
We took some of their names down, as tbey struck us as be¬
ing as pretty as the fair owners themselves.Marian, Louisa
Emily were among the prettiest. Marian Christian was a

beautiful girl, with quite a Grecian cast of countenance, and
very kindly allowed her likeness to be taken by one of our

party. Their way of dressing the l.ai<^,odd, it being rolled
up in a conical fashion at the back of thread. Their dress,
when they do not not wear the Eur.ipeanwie, is simple, con¬
sisting of only a sort of skirt of sofiie dark color, with the up¬
per short petticoat of white stuff, and a handkerchief tied
loosely round the neck. At last, having landed the cutter with
eatables, which was obliged to lie of!' on account of the in-
creasing surf, and it being nearly sunset, we were obliged to
tear ourselves very unwillingly from this enchanted island,
though all came round to beg us not to go, but to stop one

night.only one.with them, and, finding they could not
succeed, accompanied us down to the beach, where we em¬
barked in canoes to take us off through the rollers to the cutter.
I hey embraced us all most affectionately, asking us to write
and remember them to their friends in England, particularly
to Captain Hunt, formerly of the Basilisk, whom they seemed
to have a vivid recollection of. Th« embarkation in the cutter
was accomplished safely, and wo gave them three hearty
cheers, and, accompanied by George Adams and Christian,
we got on board the Spy ; and, after remaining a short time
with us, and being very much delighted with a couple ot
rockets that were fired, they bade us good-bye when we filled
and made sail for Valparaiso .Navui and Military (Gazette.

Important Abolition Movement..Letters received at
New York by the Caledonia from unquestionable sources,
announce that on the 28th of July last the King of Denmark
issued a decree declaring that all jwrsons who should thereafter
be born in his dominions should be huuv frki, and that ail
persons in servitude in his dominions on the SSth of July last,
and remaining so on the 28th of July, 1S.*>9, shall then be
absolutely free, without compensation to the owners.

In the negotiation with the colonists which preceded the
issuing of this decree, he offered them the alternative of three
years with a compensation of £G<> per head for each slave, or

twelve years without any compensation, and they choee the
latter.
Denmark has three small i-lands in the West Indies viz.

St. Croix, St. Thomas, and St. John. St. Croix contains
about 30,000 slaves. St. Thomas and St. John perhaps
5,000 more.Journal of Commerce. <

ForkiON Missionary Sm iiti..The total receipts of
this society for the year ending August 31, 1817, amounted
to $209,465. This is a falling off of $50,000, compared
with last year's receipts.
B Alio AO x Car Dxstrosbii mt Firk..The baggage car

attached to the passenger train which left Syracuse on Mon¬
day morning was discovered to lie on fire when about six miles
east of that place. Before the train could be stopped the
flames had made such progress that it was impossible to save ,

the car or any portion of Us contents, which numbered about
twenty packages siid trunks, belonging to the passenger*.
The fire is supposed to have originated from a spark thrown
from the smoke-pipe of the locomotive.

Tiik V A.MPiiit Bat or Brazil..'There is one enemv who
sometimes approaches even a hammock, and takes a tribute
from the unconscious sleeper ; and that is the Vampire Bat.
They are common enough any where, but about the mill (near
Para) they seern to have concentrated in disproportionate num¬
ber. During the day they are sleeping in the tiles of the
roof j but no sooner has the declining sun unloosed the eve

than they may be seen issuing in long black streams. Usual¬
ly we avoided all their intimacies bv closing the shutters at
sunset; but occasionally some of them would find entrance
through the tdes, and we went forth to battle with them with
all the doughty arms within our reach, nor stopped the slaugh¬
ter until every presumptuous intruder had bit the dust; or

less metaphorically, had sprawled upon the floor. Severa'l
thus captured measured each upwards of two feet across the
wings ; but most were smaller. Of their fondneea far human
blood, and es|>eciall_v that particular portion which constitutes
the unimut of the great toe, from personal experience I am
unable to vouch ) but every one in the country is confident of
it, and a number of gentlemen at different times assured i s

that they themselves had l>een phlebotomized in that manner
nor knew of the operation until a bloody hammock oflered in*
dubitabb evidence They spoke of it as a slight affair , ,ud
probably the little blood that is extracted is rarely an iniuiv
If the foot is covered there is no danger, or if a light is keoi
burning m the room , and often we have slept unharmed, thus
guarded, when bats were flitting about and squeaking the

'°"f' 1 al,l« nnd hor«* .*» not so easily protected, and
a wound once made, the bat return, to it every night until
preper precautions are taken, or the animal is killed by the Io»
of blood.Edwards t \oyage up the Rivtr Amazon.


